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Firefighters from the Grissom Fire Department performed a
confined space exercise Nov. 7. The exercise took place in one of
the fuel tanks on base. The purpose of the exercise was to see how
efficient the fire department was at rescuing a person in a confined
space that may be toxic.

Decals eliminated

Focus on people, not vehicles

The Air Force form 2220 is no longer needed
to get avehicle onto Grissom.

“A recent look at base access procedures
indicates the need for common standards to help
manage expectations and use guard forces
effectively,” said Gen. Duncan McNabb, Air
Force vice chief of staff. “The process must
focus on people, not vehicles.”

Thismeans only one valid Department of
Defense or other federal government credential
isneeded for entry on an Air Force installation.

All privately owned vehiclesmust be properly
licensed, inspected and insured in accordance
with state and local laws. Rental vehicles are
considered POV’s for the purposes of base entry
control.

All vehicle operators need to have the proper
endorsements to operate special purpose vehicles
such as motorcycles, semi-trucks, buses and
certain recreational vehicles, said Mgj. Randall
Stivers, 434th Security Forces Squadron com-
mander, in apolicy letter distributed on base.

Commercial, delivery or contract vehicles
entering Air Forceinstallationswill be searched
for explosives.

If avisitor isnot being properly escorted onto
theinstallation thevisitor will berequired to
obtain an AF Form 75 (visitors pass).

The sponsor or vouchers are responsible for
maintai ning positivecontrol over their visitor’s.

Commandersretain authority toimplement
additional measures.

Such measures should be based on threat
information or increased force protection condi-
tions.

Those requiring a DD Form 2220 for entry
onto other install ations, may want to inform them
to maintain their current form and when it expires
they will need to go to another installation that
issues 2220’ sto obtain another.
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Heroes of today

Be proud of your accomplishments

By Brig. Gen. Dean Despinoy
434th Air Refueling Wing

This has been yet another year of
high operationstempo for the 434th
Air Refueling Wing aswell asfor all
members of the military.

We all should be proud of our
fantastic accomplishments.

Our Nation has always had a proud
history of citizenswho wear the
uniform, making thecommitment and
sometimes the ultimate sacrifice, to
protect freedom.

History records these people as
heroes.

| proudly observe your courage and
sacrifice on adaily basis.

| know that each of you are ex-
tremely patriotic and are compassion-
ate about the freedoms and security
weall enjoy.

Y ou prove to the Nation again and
again that you are the heroes of today.

During thisholiday season come
together with your families and reflect
on the selfless sacrifices that you and
others have made.

Without these sacrifices our entire
way of lifewould bein jeopardy.

Celebrate in the fact that for all our
enemy’s attempts to change our way
of life, to make us cower in our homes
in fear and to loose faith in our govern-
ment, we continueto prevail and
continueto liveour liveswith freedom

General Despinoy

as Americans.

| al'so ask that sometime during the
holiday season you take amoment to
think about those with whom we share
aspecia bond.

Think about those service members
who are on duty around the world and
cannot share the time with their
families. Think about the comradesin
arms who have given their lives so that
we may enjoy this holiday season.

| am very proud of al of you.

Have a safe and joyous holiday
season.

AFRCcommander
sends greetings,

holiday wishes

By Lt. Gen. John Bradley
Commander of AFRC

WASHINGTON — As we
look forward to this holiday season
and the New Year, | want to take
amoment to express my gratitude
to each of you, your familiesand
employers for the sacrifices
you’' ve made for our country each
and every day.

Our Airmen have answered the
call to serviceduring acritical time
in our nation’ s history. Many of
you are preparing to deploy
overseas, perhaps for the first time
inyour military careers, while
others are deploying for another
tour. Thiscourage and willingness
to defend our freedom is a beacon
for all Americans.

The New Y ear promises
challenges and changes as we
continue our mission to defend our
nation and the cause of freedom
around the world.

Please know that our contribu-
tionsas*“ Unrivaled Wingmen”
make us valued and respected
members of the Total Force.

Jan and | salute you, and wish
you and yours Happy Holidays
and a safe and joyous New Y ear.

We are proud of your patriotism
and loyalty to our great nation.
(AFRCNS)
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News & Views

Shining diamond

Grissom maintainer recognized
as base first sergeant of the year

By SrA. Ben Mota
Public Affairs staff

Each year one of Grissom'’sfirst
sergeantsis recognized for going
above and beyond their job expecta-
tions.

Senior Master Sgt. Janet Wescott,
434" Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
first sergeant, wasthat individual
earning her thetitle of 434" Air
Refueling Wing First Sergeant of the
Year.

First sergeant’s are responsible for
the morale, welfare, and conduct of all
the enlisted membersin a squadron
and play an important role as the chief
adviser’ s to the squadron commander
concerning the enlisted force.

However, theresponsibilitiesof a
first sergeant can easily be overlooked.

It isnot until someonelooksinto the
duties of afirst sergeant that they
realizethe hugeresponsibilitiescarried
ontheir shoulders.

“At the rank of staff sergeant |
began to observe the role of my
squadron’ sfirst sergeant,” said
Sergeant Westcott. “| began to look at
the role of afirst sergeant in a differ-
ent way because | saw how they took
care of their people, and looked out for
thoseindividuals' best interests.”

Lt. Col. Stephen Whicker, 434™
AMXS commander, says that he
nominated Sergeant Westcott as a
candidate for the award because she
not only looks out for the welfare of
the Airman in her squadron, but
everyone else on the base.

“We are the largest squadron on the
base, and the first sergeant still takes
thetimeto beinvolved in severa other
activitiesat Grissom,” said Colonel
Whicker.

“1 absolutely lovemy job,” said the
sergeant with a smile on her face. “It
December 2007

Senior Master Sgt. Wescott

gives me the opportunity to make a
differencein an Airman’slife.”

There isno such thing as atypical
day for afirst sergeant, she explained.
At any given time she can be listening
tofive different sides of astory, and it
is her job to give everyone the benefit
of the doubt until she getsto the truth.

Sergeant Wescott has been a first
sergeant for nine years of her 18-year
military career.

Out of those nine years, she has
received the 434" First Sergeant of the
Y ear award three other times at
differentlocations.

The sergeant stated her main goal is
to get to know everyone in the squad-
ron and to get them recognized for the
good thingsthat they do at Grissom.

“Sheiswhat a shirt should be,” said
Staff Sgt. Randall Calmese, 434"
AMXSinformation management
specialist. “ Shekeepsmilitary tradition
and professionalisminmind whileat
the same time staying fair and open
minded to those she serves.”

FY 08 change means
command to operate

with fewer reservists

WASHINGTON — The Air
Force Reserve Command will
operate with asmaller forcein
2008.

The fiscal 2008 Defense
Appropriations Act signed by
President George Bush Nov. 13,
funds an end-strength of 67,500
reservists.

Last year the projected end-
strength was 74,900.

Thenew legislation also
approves9,999full-timeair
reserve technicians and 2,721
full-time Active Guard and
Reserve reservists.

The defense bill providesthe
Department of Defense with
nearly $460billionindiscretion-
ary funding and funds a 3.5-
percent, across-the-board military
pay raise for active and reserve
forces.

From this act, AFRC receives
about $1.36 billionfor itsreserve
personnel appropriation and about
$2.83hillioninoperationsand
maintenance funds to run the
command.

Theamount for military
constructionfundingwill be
finalizedwhentheMilitary
Construction/V eterans Affairs
bill is passed. (AFRCNS)




By Staff Sgt. Mark
Orders-Woempner
Public Affairs staff

As the year draws to an
end, Grissom’'s mem-
bers can look back at the
achievements they have
accomplished.

Thisyear, members of the
434" Air Refueling Wing
wereinvolvedwitheverything
fromair refuding firststo
water survival training.

Starting off the yesr,

et

eview

Grissom aircrew members
were ableto participate in the
firstrefuelingmissionsdone
by the Pakistani Air Force.

While the aircrews were
aiding the Pakistanis, the
434" Security Forces
Squadron members were
helpingtrainlragisduring
their deployment, which
ended in February.

March brought a season
long basketba | tournament to
an end, with the 434t
CommunicationsSquadron

Feature

takingtopprize.

Keeping coal, the base was
hit by asnow stormin April
asthe unit geared up for a
deploymenttolncirlik, AB,
Turkey inMay.

Many of the deployers
returnedin June, justintime
fortheannual multi-cultural
banquet followed by thefirst-
ever wing Combat Dinning-In
induly.

Alsoin July, ateam from
the 434" Security Forces
Squadron represented the
wingat Air Mobility Rodeo
2007, McCord AFB, Wash.

In August, the base held a
retireeinformationfair. The
wing aso hedaCommunity
Council Day.

It was back to businessin
September, with the 434"
Operations Group participat-
inginajoint water survival
exercise with the U.S. Coast
Guard and local law enforce-
ment members.

Thebase dso heldits

annua Family Day Picnicin
September, where Airmen
andtheir familiesparticipated
in events, games and more.

October saw an up shiftin
operational exercises asthe
base staged two exercises
focused on responding to
attacks, setting the stage for
theupcoming expeditionary
operational readinessinspec-
tionin2010.

In November the base
hosted another first, with the
first annua Jovanovich Cup
softball gamebeing held
between thetwo flying
sguadrons in remembrance of
Lt. Caol. George Jovanovich.

Andthoughthat all might
sound like alot, the men and
women of the 434" ARW
havebeeninvolvedin so
muchmore. Deploying,
training and servingaround
theworld, Grissom’ sfinest
have continued thetradition
of being the* Unit of Choice”
in2007.

Heartland Warrior
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News

Photo by SrA. Carl Berry

Posting the colors

Members of the Grissom Honor Guard stand at mid-field of the RCA Dome in
Indianapolis Nov. 18 as they post the colors for the Colts game versus the
Kansas City Chiefs. The Colts won the game 13-10 on a field goal with four
seconds left on the clock. Also during the game, Colts coach Tony Dungy
accepted an Air Force Recruiting Service American Spirit Award on behalf of
the Colts. The Award was presented to Coach Dungy by Gen. William Looney
IIl, the commander of Air Education and Training Command.

UTA items

L odging is open 24 hours a day
during the primary unit training assem-
bly and from 6 am. - 10 p.m. on
aternate unit training assemblies.

The fitness center is open from 6
am. to 8 p.m.

The dining facility troop feeding
hours on Saturday are 6-7:15 am. for
breakfast; 11 am. - 1 p.m. for lunch
(12:30 p.m. on the alternate); and
4:30-5:30 p.m. for dinner.

On Sunday the hours are 5:45-6:45
am. for breakfast, and 11 am. - 1
p.m. for lunch (12:30 p.m. on alter-
nate).

Box dinnersfor the Sunday evening
meal must be ordered by the Sunday
breakfast, and must be picked up by
4:30 p.m. on Sunday.

The 434th Aerospace Medical
Squadron’simmunization clinic is
open on Saturday from 8:30 - 11:30
am. and 1-3:30 p.m.

434th Security Forces Squadron
Passand ID is open from 9 am. to 3
p.m. on Saturday of the primary
UTAs.

Upcoming UTAs: Primary UTAS
are Dec 1-2; and Jan. 5-6.

Alternate UTAs are Dec. 8-9; and
Jan. 26-27.

Worship services are held in
building 596, Room116.

During primary unit training assem-
blies, Protestant services are Sunday
at 11 am. with Catholic worship
servicesat 12:15 p.m.

Exchange: The base exchange is
open from 11 am. to 5 p.m. weekdays
and from 9 am. to 5 p.m. Saturdays of
the main and alternate UTAs and from
10 am.-4:30 p.m. on Sundays of the
main and alternate UTAS.

Military ball

Grissomwill
host amilitary
ball April 5,
2008 to com-
memorate the
60th Anniver-
sary of the Air
Force Reserve
Command

Dress will be service dress, semi-
formal, or Mess Dress for military

Heartland Warrior



News Briefs

members and suit and tie and cocktail/
T-length dressfor civilians.

Married military members can opt
for one member to bein civilian
clothes.

Moreinformation on cost will be
provided as soon asit is announced.

Honor Guard

The Grissom Honor
Guardiscurrently
recruitinghighly
motivated
individualsto
jointheir
ranks.

Theprimary
mission of the
Honor Guard isto
providemilitary funeral honorsfor
active duty members, retirees and
veterans who have served our country
honorably.

The Honor Guard also participatesin
various community and base events.

Anyoneinterested inlearning more
about the Honor Guard, or possibly
becoming amember, should contact
Senior Master Sgt. Linda Mason at
Linda.mason@Grissom.af.mil or
Master Sgt. Cinthia Wehb at
Cinthia.webb@grissom.af.mil

Grissomwill hold atraining classfor
new members Jan. 28-Feb. 1 at
Grissom.

Top 3 elections

The 434 Air RefuelingWing Top 3
will beholding electionsfor the posi-
tions of President, Vice President,
Treasurer and Secretary at its first
ever General Meeting during the
January UTA.

Nominationsare currently being
accepted and need to be directed to
SM S Douglas Greenbank at
(Douglas.greenbank@grissom.af.mil).

Members can self-nominate or
nominate afellow wing member,
however, all nominated members must

In the limelight

be willing to serve, so please ask
beforenominating.

People must indicate which office
the nominees are running for.

Nominations need to be forwarded
to Sergeant Greenbank by noon, Dec.
2.

Only current paid members are
eligiblefor voting or nominating.

This does not mean that if you are
not currently a member that you
cannot become a member.

Those interested in becoming a
member, or have any messages about
the Wing Top 3, please email Senior
Master Sgt. William Megnin at
William.Megnin@grissom.af.mil .

Membership dues of $30 (which
includesan embroidered polo shirt,
Charter Membership Certificate and
Charter Membership card) payable to
434 ARW Top 3 to:

434 ARW/CCC

7207 Grissom Avenue

Grissom ARB IN 46971-5000

Medals

Meritorious Service Medal—
Master Sgt. Michael Hileman, 434"
Maintenance Group; Master Sgt.
Charles Pemberton, 434" Mainte-
nance Squadron; and Master Sgt.
Allen Bridgeman, 72" Air Refueling
Squadron.

Air Force Commendation
Medal— Lt. Col. Charles Good,
434" Air Refueling Wing; Master
Sgt. David Shaffer, 434" Communi-
cations Squadron; Master Sgt. Darin
Daugherty, 434" MXS; Senior
Master Sgt. Kirk Bireley, 434"
Security Forces Squadron; Senior
Master Sgt. David Burton, 434" SFS;
Senior Master Sgt. Bradley
Klepinger, 434" SFS; Tech. Sgt.
Steven Scott, 434" SFS; Technical
Sgt. John Rapp, 434" SFS; Master
Sgt Michael Walker, 434" SFS; and
Tech. Sgt. Douglas Hays, 434™
ARW.

Air Force Achievement
M edal— Capt. Thomas Richard,
434" SFS; 1st Lt. Paul Hayes, 434"
SFS; Lt. Col. Edward Dieringer, 72™

ARS; Master Sgt. Rickie King, 434"
SFS; Tech. Sgt. David Rooke, 434"
SFS; Staff Sgt. Ty Jones, 434" SFS;
Staff Sgt. Benjamin Schenkel, 434t
SFS; Staff Sgt. Terry Truex, 434"
SFS; Staff Sgt Timothy Augustyn,
434" SFS; Senior Airman Charles
Marrillia, 434" SFS; Staff Sgt. Sean
Miller, 434" SFS; Tech. Sgt. Steven
Scott, 434" SFS; Master Sgt. William
Miller, 434" SFS; Tech. Sgt. Mitchell
Baker, 434" SFS; Tech. Sgt. Thomas
Sawyer, 434" SFS; Tech. Sgt. Dustin
Schimp, 434" SFS; Tech. Sgt. James
Dulin, 434" SFS; Master Sgt. Christo-
pher Miller, 434" SFS; Master Sgt.
Scott Y aden, 434" SFS; Senior
AirmanKristinaWilliams, 434" SFS;
Staff Sgt. Philip Fogleman, 434" SFS;
Tech. Sgt. James Coil, 434" SFS;
Tech. Sgt. Mitchell Baker, 434" SFS;
Chief Master Sgt. Timothy Buffum,
434" SFS; Senior Airman Aaron
Klene, 434" SFS; Senior Airman
Dustin Lindley, 434" SFS; Master Sgt.
Michael Walker, 434" SFS; Senior
Master Sgt. William Hamilton, 434"
SFS; Senior Airman Phong Huyhn,

434" MXS; Staff
Sgt. Benjiman
Durr, 434"
SFS; and
Senior
Airman
Timothy
Boggs, 434" SFS.

Air Force Combat
Action Medal—Mg. Patrick Brien,
724 ARS.

Promotions

To senior master sergeant—
Michael Miller, 434" AMXS; and
Douglas Greenbank, 434" Services
Hight.

To master sergeant—Rachelle
Hill, 434" ARW; James Fier, 434"
ARW:; Kevin Ballentine, 434t
AMXS; and Janet Rector, 72 ARS.

To technical sergeant—Rose
Werner, 434" SFS; SoyicaHinkle,
434" CES; John Pedro, 434"
AMXS; Michael Darnell, 434" LRS;
and Ronald Mahoy, 434" SFS.

To staff sergeant— Donovan
Platte, 434" SFS; and Keith Tennant,
434" CES.
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News

7/4th ARSwins maugural Jovanowch Cup

By SrA. Chris Bolen
Public Affairs staff

A new tradition to remember an old
friend started in November when
Grissom’ stwo air refueling squadrons
kicked off theinaugural Jovanovich
Cup competition to remember Lt. Col.
GeorgeJovanovich.

Colonel Jovanovich diedinan auto
accident in March of 2006. He was a
plans officer with the 434" Operation
Support Squadron.

Thisyear, thecompetitioninvolved a
softball game...inwhichthe‘Fighting
Red Tags' from the 74" Air Refueling
Squadron rallied from seven runs down
inthethird inning to shoot down their
72" ARSrivals 18-9.

To thewinner go the spails, or inthis
case atrophy and bragging rights for a
year.

““Once a year the men and women
of the 72" and 74" Air Refueling

Lt. Col. Kenneth Hatcher, 74th ARS,
winds up to take his cut at a pitch during
inaugural Jovanovich Cup actionin
November.

Squadrons will
come together on
a field of battle
for the honor of
taking ownership
of the Jovanovich
Cup. A cup
forged from the
strength of Air
Force Slver and
filled with the
spirit of camara-
derie, laughter
and friendship
and the warrior

spirit which

highlighted

George as

‘everyone’s best f ~ —— - i

friend.”” So reads [ g T R S S

the decree from R o ey b T DTS i,

the Jovanovich e b S SRR S e Sy

Cup. oy St Sy S gy t—"'i-:'
Theideafor the |[Rmalas o Dy vty T ET AL e ARSIy

Cupandthe T g VN (T PO - e,

Dan Keeney, a shortstop for the 74th ARS, makes a back

competitionto i
handed stab at a ball laced up the middle.

award it was the
brain child of Lt. Col. Paul
Wietbrock, 74" ARS commander.

“Itwasall Colonel Wietbrock’s
idea,” explained Lt. Colonel Laen
August, 72" ARS commander.
“Hewas inspired to come up with
away to honor the memory of
George, by promotingfriendly
competition and esprit de corps
withintheflying squadrons,” the
colonel continued.

Asthe game began all Colonel
Wietbrock could do iswatch from
a distance — a great distance as
the sortie he was flying wasin a
pattern overhead, but he did land
intimeto participate.

“Thisisaway to keep George's
memory aliveamong hisfellow
flyersthrough afriendly means
which reflected his personality,”
Colonel August concluded.

Per rules of the competition, the
72 ARS will be the hometeamin
next years competition and respon-
sible for hosting every aspect of
the Jovanovich Cup.

5
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Lt. Col. Doug Gullion,second basemen for the
74th ARS, guns down a would-be 72nd ARS
base runner as he helped the Fighting Red
Tags win 18-9.



